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As NY1 wraps up its coverage of Asian-American
Heritage, reporter Cheryl Wills filed the following story
on an organization that provides outreach to Asian
children and their families in their struggle to overcome
stereotypes and prejudice.

In his tiny office in the Wall Street area, Wayne Ho has |

a very big agenda. His job is to protect the health and
well being of the fastest growing community in the city
-- Asian-Pacific Americans.

“Too many decision makers and service providers
aren't familiar with our community and don't provide
enough funding or services to meet our needs," said
Ho.

The needs of the Pan-Asian community are many.

As the executive director of the Coalition for Asian-
American Children and Families, Ho's research shows
that 24 percent of Asian-American children live in
poverty, 46 percent of Asian-American households do
not have anyone over the age of 14 who speaks
English fluently and, 33 percent of Asian-American
students in public high schools do not graduate.

“Our goal is to challenge the sterectypes that all
Asians are successful and let the community know that
we do have needs and we need services in order to
address these needs,” explained Ho

The CACF recruits young people to help voice their
concerns. Youth leaders say stereotypes are among
their biggest battles.

“If you're Asian you have to be Chinese, Japanese or
Korean because that's the stereotypical look that fits
in,” said CACF board member Myra Liwanag. “But
guess what? India is in Asia, too."
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"The stereotypes in school, you know, Asians are
supposed to be smart, and that's not always the issue,”
said youth leader Sadaf Omer. “So we tackle these
slereotypes.”

Tackling sterectypes is not easy for CACF -- the only
organization which represents the interests of the Pan-
Asian-American children in the city.

“We certainly have come a long way as a community,”
said Indera Gobin, another CACF youth leader. “We've
built strong bridges across our ethnic communities and
| think it's time for us to really step up and stand up for
our needs."

The organization has been standing up for the needs
of the Pan-Asian community in New York City since
1986, and staff members say there is a lot of work to
be done. But, they believe they are having a positive
impact and mobilizing change.

For more information on the organization go to
www, cacf org.

-Cheryl Wills
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