Zee News - New York's Asian-Pacific origin students regularly harassed
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New York's Asian-Pacific origin students regularly harassed

Wow York, May 25. Neasly B5 000 high schoal sludents of Aslan-Pacilic arign in New York regulamy
face race based hivassmant and fhe affect of thia on ther mental haallh is often overocked due (o e
carmmoen balief Mal he cammunity is a modal menanly group, 8 sureey has fausd

Thiz sairvay od Amencan shidents of Asian-Pacific onigin was conducted in 12 public schools acgss
Mew Yark I was designed by Ihe Asian Amencan Siutent Advocacy Project (A5AP) 8 youm
leadership project of tha Coaliion lor Agian Armerican Children and Families (CACF)

Moee [Han hall of the 280 siudents who paricipaled in he sevey eporied baing verbally neraased al
aehioed cr dunng thelr commiila 1o schaal, 88 percant witnessad harassment & Bheir schood snd
mirnaat B0 pencent Ihowght thal race s a factor in haressmsanl

Tha findings. of he survey snd recammendations on reducng harasament and addes sarg memal
nealih issuss in schocis wore redeasad at @ cormmunity brefing Friday by the CACF, 8 pan-Asian
children's sdwocacy organisation hal amms fo improve the headih and well-being of Asian American

The: survay Said the New Yark Clty Councils Dignety in All Schools Act on preventing bias-based
hargssmend has nol been implementad by Mayor Michaal Bloormberg's adminisiration and the
department of aducstion

The survey repon said "stidents conlinwe 1o be threalened wilh mental, emalional. and phyaical hamm'
maaking i difficul for them to leam and Gy inan erargnmeent that is ol sale and SURpOrree

Fhe CACF has aiso challenged 1he popular view that the Assan-Pacfic Amencan COMIMLITly «

ng of Soulh Asians. East Asians, Southeast Asians and Pacic islandars - i an overachisving
ty. They are Ihe fastes] growing community in e aily, constituting 12 percent of ihe cily's
papulatian. but many of them are immigrents siruggling with poverty snd Smited English skilts

Shudents of Asia-Pacific onpn make up over 13 percent of the city's 1.1 milkon stedems. Bul one in
fiver stiaderda dearmeng English is an Asian, ona in four Aslan-Fecific American students llves balaw tha
poverty ke, and ane in four does nol graduate from igh schaal on imea ar at ail

Ta redice harassment in schaals. ASAP has recommended mandalony staff fraining by (he educalion
3 18 woild @gueg (hem ba address harassmmant and bulld 8 school cullure af iolarance
accaptance. and reapeal for all

ASAP has also recommended conductmg warkshops for students on haressmen pravention and
raRreness, B estatiishing clear and defined procetures =1 schooks for responding b harassment

The shudmnd body Tound ihal the mems) health concems of AsEn-Facific smercan students arm offen
warnoked because ol the stereabypscal imagps that thay sre overachiswers

@ Inal hey face barmers to accass menial heslh services. ASAP said they nead sccesaibie
ahs cullurally compelant and linguisiically approprigie sarces i tseir schaoks

Among ASAF'S recomimendalions are increasing mental keallh awarenass amang school staff and
slidanis, Increatng availabity of brochures on mental heallh services in schools, adding mental
hiealth educatan ta the cumculum and building more school-based haalth dinica wilhin sach of tha fve
aty horughs
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