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Hello, my name is Zeyen Wu, and I am here today on behalf of the Coalition for Asian American Children and Families.  CACF is the nation’s only pan-Asian children’s advocacy group, and we are dedicated to improving the health and well-being of Asian Pacific American (APA) children and families in New York City.  CACF works with over 35 community and social service organizations serving a multitude of different ethnic communities in New York City.
Background:  The Asian Pacific American community in New York City is a diverse and growing population.  

· APAs are by percentage the fastest growing group in New York City.  At over 12% of the city’s population, there are more APAs in New York City than there are total residents in San Francisco.

· In the New York City public schools, more than 12% of the total student population is of Asian descent.  

· 25% of these students live below the poverty line.

· 78% of APAs in New York City are foreign born, and 28% live in linguistically isolated households, which is defined as a family where no one over the age of 14 speaks English fluently. 

· 1 in 5 English Language Learner (ELL) students in New York City are of Asian descent.
The majority of students are immigrants or children of immigrants, but there is also a significant percentage who are third and fourth generation.  APA students live and attend school in all five boroughs, speak over 40 languages, and represent over 50 ethnic groups in New York City.  
ELL students, of which about 20% are APA, are struggling within the New York City public school system.  Three out of 4 ELLs fail to graduate in 4 years, the lowest of any group.  In addition, despite APA students comprising a large proportion of ELL students, they are still a mostly invisible population.  Several rapidly growing APA populations have no bilingual or dual language program options, including the Bengali, Urdu, and Vietnamese speaking populations.  
Every student deserves a quality education with opportunities for enrichment and the necessary supports and services to succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.  This is not possible with the deep budget cuts already put through this fiscal year straight onto the backs of our children.  Next year’s proposed budget almost doubles the cuts, and all our children will suffer unnecessarily.  Students are not responsible for external forces such as the worsening economy or taxes, and they should not be made to pay for a situation that is wholly out of their control.  

Recommendations for FY 09:  
1) Restore the $15 million commitment to the ELL teacher reserve funding.  The 4 year high school graduation rate for ELL students is only 26%.  This constitutes a crisis in the education system, and yet Mayor Bloomberg has already cut $5 million this fiscal year for the ELL teacher reserve, and proposes a $10 million cut out of a $15 million a year commitment for succeeding years.  This proposed cut was the only pedagogical cut out of the $80 million cut from the DOE’s central budget for this fiscal year.  
These funds are critical in supporting schools to recruit and retain teachers to meet the needs of areas that have an influx of ELL students during the year, as new immigrants do not arrive conveniently at the beginning of each school year.  This is the first year that the ELL teacher reserve was slated to be funded at $15 million, so we urge the DOE to maintain its commitment until a proper evaluation is conducted of an adequate level of funding.  

2)  Restore $324 million cut in general education funding.  The two year total for cuts in education spending is over half a billion dollars.  The city’s commitment to increase education funding by $2.2 billion over four years would be drastically slashed if these proposed cuts are made permanent.  These funds support vital education programs for APA students.  The repercussions of these cuts are:
· Fewer after school options for working parents.

· Elimination of individual tutoring programs for struggling students, who are often ELL students and recent immigrants.

· Fewer instructional supplies such as textbooks and other necessities.

· More unprepared teachers as schools eliminate professional development opportunities. 

Future Initiatives: 

1) Funding needs to be allocated to recruit more teachers in order to expand the number of Bilingual and Dual Language programs and prepare these programs for success.   Despite the “historic” funding for New York City’s neediest student populations, including ELL students, in the 2007-2008 school year, only 2 new bilingual teachers were hired to teach Chinese, and only 1 in Korean.  School choice has been a hallmark of the Bloomberg school reforms, and yet for the over 30,000 APA ELL students, many are left without options.  The creation of new programs necessitates hiring additional qualified bilingual teachers.     

Quality dual language programs are proven models for educational success.  Additional programs should be established in Chinese and Korean, and families that speak Urdu, Bengali, and other languages who are not currently served with any dual language choices should have the option of sending their children to such a program as well.  

2) Allocate funding to provide incentives for the retention of ESL and bilingual teachers.  Such incentives include pay differentials, loan forgiveness, and educational benefits, as well as providing staff development specifically for bilingual and ESL teachers in order to improve retention and performance of these important teachers.  Teacher quality is a focus of the Contracts for Excellence, so it is logical that resources should be specifically invested in educators who serve vulnerable populations.  In addition, because bilingual programs are often small and relatively new, they must be backed with adequate funding and a supportive school administration.    
We would like to thank the City Council Education Committee for continuing to keep the needs of APA students on their agenda.  We hope that the City Council will support full funding for education for next fiscal year and beyond in order to ensure a bright future for our children.  
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